
A Joint ETZ (Extra Territorial Zoning) meeting between the Town of Trimbelle and 

Town of Ellsworth was held on Thursday, February 24, 2022 at 7 p.m. at the 

Ellsworth Town Shop.  The meeting notice originally scheduled for February 22, 

2022 had been posted on February 15th at the Ellsworth Town Shop, transfer station, 

715 Steer and Beer, Kenny’s Lawton Bar, Ellsworth Town website with Pierce 

County and at the Trimbelle Town Hall/Shop, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services, 

and Courtesy Auto.  Because of snowstorm, meeting was postponed to Thursday, 

February 24th and posted meeting notice at Ellsworth Town Hall was changed to 

“postponed to February 24th. “ 

JOINT ETZ 

MEETING 

FEBRUARY 24, 2022 

  

Present were:  Brad Ristow, Brian O’Connell from the Town of Ellsworth ETZ 

committee, Jim Harris, Dick Leonard from the Trimbelle ETZ committee, Roger 

Billeter, Gordon Borner, Phyllis Beastrom from Town of Ellsworth, Bill Paider and 

Jay McGrath from the Town of Trimbelle.  

ATTENDEES 

  

Agenda:   

• Review original purpose of ETZ 

• Discuss how ETZ is working in our towns, any recommendations 

• Future meetings 

AGENDA 

  

Ellsworth Town Chair Roger Billeter called the meeting to order and asked Brad 

Ristow to discuss purpose of ETZ.   Brad Ristow at the time ETZ was adopted was 

Chair of the Village of Ellsworth ETZ committee.  He stated the ETZ committee 

members for the Village and the Town of Ellsworth and  the Town of Trimbelle 

discussed Smart Growth and Smart Zoning in the area adjacent to the Village of 

Ellsworth so as land sold and businesses that may come could be zoned accordingly.  

Jim Harris and Dick Leonard who have been on the Town of Trimbelle ETZ 

committee since it originated agreed.   

The established ETZ zone was 1 ½ miles from the village boundary.   

PURPOSE OF 

ETZ WAS 

SMART GROWTH 

AND  

SMART ZONING 

  

Phyllis distributed minutes of the October 2, 2006 meeting when the Village of 

Ellsworth adopted the ETZ Ordinance and it was asked at that meeting if the current 

zoning of parcels would be grandfathered in and Attorney Loberg replied that “they 

are, enforcement will be handled by the Village of Ellsworth, with any changes taken 

to the Township and the Village ETZ Committee for a Public Hearing.”   The concept 

zoning map adopted by the ETZ committees was also adopted so if a parcel changed 

its use, the concept zoning map would indicate the proposed zoning for the parcel.   

The ETZ committees affirmed on November 12, 2007 the adoption of the Village of 

Ellsworth ETZ Concept Map as the ETZ Zoning map for future uses of the 

properties.  The concept map has concept zoning for industrial and commercial in 

areas close to the village and along main corridors (Highway 10, Highway 65, 

Highway 63 and County Rd C).  

ADOPTION 

OF ORDINANCE 

AND CONCEPT 

MAP 

  

Discussion on issues with ETZ:   

1. The ETZ zoning ordinance has evolved and includes provisions that do not 

apply to the majority of our rural communities within the 1 ½ mile zone such 

as the 50 feet rear setback, which is greater than village setbacks and county 

setbacks.   

2. The Town of Ellsworth has residences on the east edge of the Village that are 

being zoned as commercial when they should be residential.  One resident 

who was refinancing last year paid over $800 to the Village to go through the 

process of rezoning from commercial to residential.  The town also has a  

second residence that this also affects.   Based on the minutes at the time the 

ISSUES WITH 

ETZ 



ordinance was adopted, these parcels are grandfathered in and their zoning 

does not change until the usage for their parcel changes.   

3. Lack of communication between property owners, the Village of Ellsworth, 

and All Croix Inspections frustrates property owners when they are trying to 

get building permits or parcel information within the ETZ.  Property owners 

are directed to look at the website and are not receiving personal information 

to guide them in the process.   

  

Phyllis Beastrom shared in the past whenever an issue arose in the ETZ, the former 

Village Clerk Peggy Nelson would call and the two of them would determine what 

the prior zoning of the property was in the township prior to the adoption of ETZ, 

review the concept map adopted by the ETZ, and would determine if the request 

would fall under the prior zoning or the future usage according to the concept map.    

This communication has not happened with the new Village Clerk/Administrator.  

PAST 

PRACTICE 

  

Concensus of the ETZ Committee members, Brad Ristow, Brian O’Connell, Jim 

Harris, and Dick Leonard each town send a letter to the Village requesting a meeting 

with the ETZ Committee or appropriate governing authority to review the purpose of 

ETZ, to discuss how it is working in the Village of Ellsworth, in the Town of 

Trimbelle, in the Town of Ellsworth, and consider changes.    

CONCENSUS TO 

SEND LETTER 

TO VILLAGE 

  

Motion by Brad Ristow to adjourn, seconded by Jim Harris.   Meeting adjourned at 

8:30 p.m. 

 

  

Phyllis Beastrom  

Clerk, Town of Ellsworth  

 


